“What must we do, to be doing the works of God?”
Sermon for 28 Feb 2016
Texts: Galatians 3:5; John 6:25-29

That is the question. And Jesus answers the question: “This is the work of

God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” Sounds simple enough. Is it? | mean

Jesus is explaining that we should not work for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. (John 6: 29, 27) So
we conclude that believing in him is food that endures; that is, believing in him is of
sufficient spiritual nature to qualify as food that endures to eternal life. But leaves us

pondering Jesus’ statement which the Son of Man will give to you. Where are we to go in

Scripture to understand this food, which the Son of Man will give to you?

The discourse proceeds in this way: Our fathers ate manna in the wilderness,
as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” The manna which the
Israelites consumed on their journey through the wilderness was of the fish and bread
variety—purely physical in nature. It was not spiritual. It did not result in producing faith
either! | hope that you can discern here the strict parallel between the cases: the
miraculous provision in the wilderness is the same as the miraculous provision Jesus
enacted among the Passover pilgrims who are currently seeking to make Him king of Israel
by force. They had exclaimed, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the
world!”

Well, yes and no. The free lunch crowd, in confounding physical nutrition and
divine provision, are operating on a carnal level. They are working for food that perishes.
They are serving their stomachs, not doing the works of God. They are not believing in
him but wanting to exploit him for the sake of physical satisfaction. They are living
horizontally and not vertically. Because of that they confused. Truly, truly | say unto you it
was not Moses who gave you the bread of life from heaven—that is not what was going
on. God was sustaining them physically in that time frame. But the bread of life from
heaven was not given then; it is being given now! For the bread of life is he who comes
down from heaven and gives life to the world! (v. 33)

Jesus self-identifies as the bread of life from heaven. But what are we to make
of the assertion that he, and he alone gives life to the world. The world already has “life”
on some level; biological, or physical life, so it is not likely that this is the “life” in view here.
That restricts life to the horizontal, the material and matter of mere biochemistry! | suspect
that Jesus is looking ahead to resurrection life, the triumphant life that burst the bonds of
death, and defeated both death and the grave. The triumphant life that Jesus came into in
His glorified body and now makes available to all who believe in Him. Do not work for
the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal. (v.27) | am the bread
of life (v.35) resolves the self-identity piece. Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger
and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst. Whoever hears this may recall the
encounter of Jesus with the Samaritan woman (at Jacob’s well); or anticipate Jesus’
declaration on the last day of The Feast of Booths: If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me




and drink. Whoever believes in Me, as the Scriptures has said, ‘Out of his heart will
come living waters!’

What must we do, to be doing the works of God? We must see and repent of
our own drift toward carnality. Carnal men and women are always saying to me, “l can’t
believe in what | can’t see.” Or, they refuse to grant reality to anything that cannot be
weighed, felt, sensed, heard, or touched.

What can we say to those who, according to the scriptures, have just scarfed
down a free lunch, provided by the Lord—some of whom probably went back for seconds,
or thirds? They doubt despite the testimony of their tastebuds and stomachs! The
miraculous feeding of the five thousands (a rare miracle, a hard one to fake—how can you
fool a multitude of that size?) came on top of a whole slue of miracles, all seen, felt and
attested to, a paralytic healed, the official’s son healed, the woman at the well transformed
by her encounter with Jesus and actual living exchanges with Jesus. And yet they do not
believe, they do not conclude the obvious! They do not affirm the apparent! Why should it
matter whether these “proofs” took place two thousand years ago, or ten minutes ago?

We see that those who did “see” didnt believe the verifiable testimony of their
own eyes! Therefore, it doesn’t matter if you were there, or not._Seeing is plainly not
believing—not when it comes to believing in Him.

What must we be doing to do the works of God? they ask. That you believe in
Him whom He (God) has sent. (v. 29)

Here is what it comes to: All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and
whoever comes to Me | will never cast out . . . for this is the will of the Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and |
will raise him up on the last day! Let us worship the God of our salvation. He chooses
whom He will save and gives them “eyes” to behold the son. Lord, heal our sight.

Galatians 3:5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works
miracles among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Lord,
heal our hearing, too.

Amen

! John immediately adds this gloss: Now this He said about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in Him were about to receive; for the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was
not vet glorified. (John 7:37-39)




